
 

 

 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 
Tuesday 3 November 2020 

 
 

Here we go again…in view of the announcements of a second national 
lockdown which starts Thursday 5 November (though government favour 
calling it ‘tough new restrictions’). Please disregard anything relating to the 
tier alert system – for now, until we hear otherwise.  
 
The tier system may be reinstated at the end of this lockdown anticipated 
to end Wednesday 2 December.  
 
However, one thing from the Prime Minister’s statement in parliament 
yesterday was that at the end of the lockdown period, England would 
return to the three tier alert system but that assignation of tier levels to 
regions would be dependent upon the scientific data at that time. 
 
Therefore, even if reinstated the borough’s tier status may be altered, so, 
for now, we ignore the tier system and we will try to unravel how this 
second national lockdown affects us, in the hospitality and retail sector. 
 
An emergency Tourism Industry Council meeting has been arranged and 
The DCMS team are in discussion with the Cabinet Office on the details of 
all the regulations and guidance. 
 
This second lockdown is being debated in parliament and will be voted on 
Wednesday 4 November, just one day before the lockdown actually starts, 
given the government’s majority and with the support of the Labour party 
we can expect the vote in favour of a lockdown to be carried. 
 
The challenge, as always, is to extract definitive answers on areas of 
particular concern to our industry, so we must be prepared for changes, 
amendments and adjustments as the implications evolve over the coming 
days.   
 
We can only work with what we are given at the time and to be prepared to 
react to an ever changing situation – sadly, we have little alternative but to 
try and get through it a day at a time but at least there will be further 
economic support from the government (information below).  

 

 Business Closures 



o All non-essential shops, attractions, leisure and entertainment venues will 
be closed.  

o Essential shops, including supermarkets, will remain open 
o Pubs, bars, restaurants and cafes must close, except for takeaway and 

delivery services. 
o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november 
 

 Furlough  
The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) which was meant to end 
31 October and be replaced by the Job Support Scheme, will now remain in 
place until December: 
The terms of the scheme will revert to the scheme as it was in August:  
o Employees receiving 80% of their current salary for hours not worked, up 

to a maximum of £2,500  
o Businesses paying for NI and pension contributions. 
o Businesses will also have flexibility to bring furloughed employees back to 

work on a part time basis or furlough them full-time 
o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-which-employees-you-can-put-on-

furlough-to-use-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme 
o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-

retention-scheme 
 

 Grants 
o Businesses required to close in England due to local or national 

restrictions will be eligible for the following: 
o For properties with a rateable value of £15k or under, grants to be 

£1,334 per month, or £667 per two weeks 
o For properties with a rateable value of between £15k-£51k grants to be 

£2,000 per month, or £1,000 per two weeks; 
o For properties with a rateable value of £51k or over grants to be 

£3,000 per month, or £1,500 per two weeks. 
o https://www.gov.uk/government/news/furlough-scheme-extended-and-

further-economic-support-announced 

 Grant Applications: 
SBC is awaiting clarification from BEIS regarding the full criteria in relation 
to any potential business grant scheme. Until this is published, 
unfortunately the council is not in a position to offer advice concerning 
eligibility. As soon as the council has the necessary guidance the council 
will e-mail and update businesses to advise that the information has been 
published on the SBC dedicated business support webpage 
https://www.scarborough.gov.uk/node/7937#supportbusiness  

o Further updates will be provided as soon as the council receives further 
government guidance. 

 

 Increased Support for Self Employed 
o The UK-wide Self-Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS) will be 

revised to take account of the lockdown. 
o As a result, the self-employed will receive 80% of their average trading 

profits for November. 
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o The claims window will be brought forward from 14 December to 30 
November so payments will should be made more quickly 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-increases-support-for-
self-employed-across-the-uk 

 Extension of Loans Application Deadline 
o The various Coronavirus loan schemes will remain open for applications 

until the end of the year 
o https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-commons-statement-on-

coronavirus-2-november 
 

 Repaying Eat Out to Help Out 
The Government has launched an online facility whereby businesses can 
make Eat Out to Help Out repayments if they: 
o Received a letter from HMRC telling them they’ve claimed too much 
o Realise that they have been overpaid or were not eligible 
o Do not need the money and want to voluntarily pay it back 

 Movement during lockdown 
Key aspect of the Lockdown is that everyone must stay at home 
Exclusions: 

o For education 
o For work, if you cannot work from home 
o For exercise and recreation outdoors, with your household, support 

bubble or on your own with one person from another household 
o For all medical reasons, appointments and to escape injury or harm; 
o To shop for food and essentials 
o To provide care for vulnerable people, or as a volunteer 

 
Funerals – people can attend funerals 
Weddings and civil partnership ceremonies will not be permitted to take 
place except in exceptional circumstances. 

 Holidays and travel 
Restrictions are the same as in the original lockdown 

o Accommodation Providers: 
 Allowed to stay open to provide accommodation for those 

who are allowed to travel for work. 
o People cannot travel within the UK or internationally.  
o People must stay in their primary residence and therefore cannot 

visit a second home or holiday home 

 

 Questions and Answers:   
 
There are a number of issues that need clarification and these have been 
forwarded on our behalf by our lobbying partners to the DCMS team who will 
try and get answers back to us.         
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Accommodation Providers: 

 Can people already on holiday before Thursday complete their 
stay? 
The Prime Minister has said: 

o Yes, those currently on a domestic holiday will be allowed to 
finish their holidays 

o However, they are still subject to the requirements in England 
not to go out without a reasonable excuse. 

 The Guidance says that people can travel and stay away overnight 
for work – is this all workers or just essential workers? 
o DCMS is checking and thinks that the final guidance will be 

somewhere between the two 
o It might be a wider list than last time  
o It would not allow everyone to claim that they are travelling for work 

 
 


