
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 4 June 2020 
 

 
 
 

• Discretionary Fund Guidance 
o Scarborough Borough Council launches its Discretionary Business Grant Scheme 

from Thursday 4 June. 
o Small and micro businesses with relatively high ongoing fixed-property related 

costs that were not eligible for the Business Support grants will be able to apply 
for the new discretionary scheme. 

o There will be a fixed window for businesses to apply online at 
scarborough.gov.uk by the deadline of Sunday 21 June. The council may seek 
additional information from a business to support their application form. 

o The grants will be awarded in three bands, up to £2,000, up to £5,000 and up to 
£10,000 and will vary dependent on factors such as business size, levels of fixed 
property costs payable, and the financial impact coronavirus has had on the 
business. The scheme does allow for grants of up to £25,000 in exceptional 
circumstances.  

o The council is unable to guarantee a grant to every business that submits an 
application. 

o To be able to apply for a grant, a business must meet criteria largely set out by 
the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS): 
 Small and micro businesses, as set out in Section 33, Part 2 of the Small 

Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015 and the Companies Act 
2006 

 Businesses with relatively high ongoing fixed property costs 
 Businesses that can demonstrate that they have suffered a significant drop 

in income due to the coronavirus pandemic 

https://www.scarborough.gov.uk/node/7937#supportbusiness


 Businesses which occupy a property, or part of a property, with a rateable 
value or annual rent or annual mortgage payments below £51,000, or 
businesses with a rateable value of greater than £51,000 that would have 
been eligible for a Business Support grant had their rateable value been 
less than £51,000 

 Businesses must have been trading on 11 March 2020 
 The government has permitted councils to add additional criteria to tailor 

the scheme to their local areas. Applicants must be registered with HMRC 
or the Charities Commission and either have their sole or main residence 
in the borough and be liable for council tax, or operate from a business 
premise within the borough that is subject to non-domestic rating.  

 When determining payments, priority will be given to the following 
businesses: 

 Small businesses in shared offices or other flexible workspaces 
 Regular market traders who do not have their own business rates 

assessment 
 Bed and breakfast premises which pay council tax instead of business 

rates 
 Businesses where the landlord pays the non-domestic rates but is not 

eligible for grants 
 Suppliers to the leisure and hospitality sector 
 Businesses operating in the tourism sector, including the arts, 

entertainment and recreation 
 Charity properties in receipt of charitable business rates relief, suppliers to 

the leisure and hospitality sector 
NOTE: Businesses will not be eligible for the council’s Discretionary Business 

Grant Scheme if they are already eligible for any of the following grants: 
 Small Business Grant Fund 
 Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant 
 The Fisheries Response Fund 
 Domestic Seafood Supply Scheme (DSSS) 
 The Zoos Support Fund 
 The Dairy Hardship Fund 

 
• Scarborough Borough Council calls for tourism jobs to be protected 

  Click Here     

https://twitter.com/TourismsVoice/status/1268160173685735427


 
• DEFRA Outdoor Guidance 

DEFRA has produced new guidance on outdoor spaces which now says you can: 
o take part in other outdoor sports and activities, including fishing, in groups of 

up to six people, or household groups, provided you adhere to strict social 
distancing guidelines 

o take part in all forms of water sports practised on open waterways, 
including sailing, windsurfing, canoeing, rowing, kayaking, surfing, paddle-
boarding and the use of privately-owned motorised craft  
We have asked DCMS via the Tourism Alliance for clarification on whether this 
means that outdoor activity-related businesses such as surfing schools and 
kayaking trips are now allowed and they are checking this. Apparently 
activities like clay-pigeon shooting and organised shoots are allowed so we 
see no real reason why these other activities shouldn’t also be allowed.  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-on-accessing-

green-spaces-safely 
 

• Reopening checklist for food businesses during COVID-19 
This is some guidance from the Food Standards Agency but more detail is expected 
from government, so that businesses know exactly what is required and how they 
can reopen safely. 
 

• Managing risks and risk assessment  
o https://www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-safety/risk/index.htm  

 
• Job Retention Scheme  

The Chancellor has announced the proposed changes to the Furlough system that 
will take place from 1 August 2020: 

o June and July: The government will pay 80% of wages up to a cap of £2,500 as 
well as employer National Insurance (ER NICS) and pension contributions. 
Employers are not required to pay anything. 

o August: The government will pay 80% of wages up to a cap of £2,500. 
Employers will pay ER NICs and pension contributions – for the average claim, 
this represents 5% of the gross employment costs the employer would have 
incurred had the employee not been furloughed. 

o September: The government will pay 70% of wages up to a cap of £2,187.50. 
Employers will pay ER NICs and pension contributions and 10% of wages to 
make up 80% total up to a cap of £2,500. For the average claim, this 
represents 14% of the gross employment costs the employer would have 
incurred had the employee not been furloughed. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-on-accessing-green-spaces-safely
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-on-accessing-green-spaces-safely
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/reopening-checklist-for-food-businesses-during-covid-19
https://www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-safety/risk/index.htm


o October: The government will pay 60% of wages up to a cap of £1,875. 
Employers will pay ER NICs and pension contributions and 20% of wages to 
make up 80% total up to a cap of £2,500. For the average claim, this 
represents 23% of the gross employment costs the employer would have 
incurred had the employee not been furloughed. 

o The scheme will then end. 
Furlough Extension – Further Details on Flexibility 
The date for flexibility has been brought forward to 1 July so that it comes in 
before tourism and hospitality businesses reopen - which is what we have 
been lobbying for via the Tourism Alliance. 

o From 1 July, employers can bring back to work employees that have 
previously been furloughed for any amount of time and any shift pattern, 
while still being able to claim CJRS grant for their normal hours not worked. 

o From 1 July, employers will be able to agree any working arrangements with 
previously furloughed employees. 

o  Claim for a minimum period of a week. 
o This is a minimum period and those making claims for longer periods such as 

those on monthly or two weekly cycles will be able to do so. 
o Further guidance on flexible furloughing and how employers should calculate 

claims will be published on 12 June. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-on-accessing-

green-spaces-safely 
• Self-Employment Income Scheme 

o  The Chancellor also announced that the Self-Employment Income Scheme 
will be extended, with applications opening in August for a second and final 
grant.  

o This will be paid out in a single instalment, covering three months’ worth of 
average monthly trading profits.  

o This final grant will be 70% of average monthly trading profits up to a total of 
£6,570. 

o Notably there was no announcement for support for people whose 
businesses is structured as a registered company. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-extends-self-employment-

support-scheme-and-confirms-furlough-next-steps 
 

• 1.2m eligible people are missing out on the Self-Employment Income Support 
Scheme? 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-on-accessing-green-spaces-safely
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-on-accessing-green-spaces-safely
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-extends-self-employment-support-scheme-and-confirms-furlough-next-steps
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-extends-self-employment-support-scheme-and-confirms-furlough-next-steps


 
• VisitBritain’s consumer sentiment tracker results 

o VB has commissioned a weekly tracking survey to understand domestic 
intent to take short breaks and holidays both within the UK and 
abroad, with particular focus around the current barriers and concerns 
around travel and how these will evolve over time.  

o The survey will address: the likelihood of UK residents to travel; when 
and where they plan to go; specific trip details such as 
accommodation type and activities undertaken and the type of 
reassurances they're seeking from the sector.  

o The survey will be repeated across a 13-week period with the first wave 
results published on 1 June 2020. The survey results will be published 
weekly on visitbritain.org. Download the report 

 
• BVA- BDRC Weekly Consumer Sentiment Tracking (Week 10) 

Key findings: 
o The desire to go to a visitor attraction in the near future has increased for 

the second consecutive week – 27% now intend to visit in the next 3 
months 

o 18% of people now anticipate going on a UK holiday by the end of 
August, compared to 14% last week and just 6% the week before 

o The number of people planning to go to a restaurant within the next 
three months has increased from 17% to 31% in the past two weeks 

o 40% of people think that they will book accommodation before the end 
of the year 

https://www.visitbritain.org/sites/default/files/vb-corporate/1-_covid-19_consumer_tracker_gb_report_week_1_final.pdf


o Of those not intended to take a domestic holiday, 32% say nothing will 
change their minds 

o On average those considering a trip overseas don’t plan on taking it until 
Spring 2021 

o The public think that quarantine proposals are not beneficial and will be 
ineffective 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 


