
  

 
 

SBC Borough (Tier 2 High Alert) Accommodation Bookings 
 

Monday 21 December 2020 
 
Further to this weekend’s announcement we have today asked for more 
clarification and we have been told that:-   
 
“You can accept guests from any Tier (except Tier 4) checking in on the 24th and out 
on the 26th for the shortened bubble period. 
 
Other than that, the guidance is that people should not travel or stay away from home 
except where necessary for things like work, funerals, moving house etc. So, while it’s 
not illegal to take leisure visitors outside the short Christmas bubble period, the 
guidance is not to do so.” (Kurt Janson Director Tourism Alliance) 
 
Update from 19th December and Introduction of Tier 4 
 
At the weekend London and areas of South East England were moved in to the new 
Tier 4. This level is deemed ‘stay at home’ and came in to effect on Sunday 20 
December. This means that people living in these areas cannot leave or be outside 
these areas unless they have a reasonable excuse. There is no exception for 
Christmas.  
 
It should also be noted that travel between the home nations is also now restricted to 
essential travel only.  
 
The following areas were moved in to the new Tier 4 in England: -  
 
London 
 
• All 32 London boroughs plus City of London 

South East 
• Kent and Medway 
• Buckinghamshire 
• Berkshire (Bracknell Forest, Reading, Slough, Wokingham, Windsor and 

Maidenhead and West Berkshire) 



• Surrey (excluding Waverley) 
• Hastings and Rother 
• Havant, Gosport and Portsmouth 

East of England 
• Hertfordshire 
• Essex (excluding Tendring, Uttlesford and Colchester) 
• Central Bedfordshire, Bedford, Milton Keynes, Luton 
• Peterborough 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home  
 
Advice on Christmas Travel and Overnight Stays  
 
From 2 December, the advice on travelling outside of your tier, including for overnight 
stays, will depend on your tier. https://www.gov.uk/find-coronavirus-local-restrictions 
 
If you live in an area with a higher level of prevalence, for example, tier 3 in England, 
you should avoid travelling to lower prevalence areas where possible. If you have to 
travel, book ahead to enable you and others to travel safely and plan your outwards 
and return journeys carefully.  

You cannot mix with the other households in your Christmas bubble (unless otherwise 
permitted by your tier rules) before or after 25 December except in exceptional 
circumstances (for example, in the event of unforeseen travel disruption, or if a 
member of your Christmas bubble develops symptoms of coronavirus and you are 
required to self-isolate). This includes anyone travelling to or from Northern  

If necessary, you can stay in a hotel, hostel or B&B in England during the Christmas 
period, in line with the rules in your tier. This includes in a tier 3 area between 24 and 
26 December, as long as you’re staying by yourself or with other members of your 
household, or support bubble. You should not gather as a Christmas bubble in a hotel, 
hostel or B&B in any tier unless a member of your Christmas bubble lives there 
permanently. 

If necessary, you can stay in private rented accommodation such as short term holiday 
lets with members of your household, or your Christmas bubble. 

Advice on After Christmas and New Year’s Eve 

You must follow the rules according to your tier on where you can go and who you can 
meet on New Year’s Eve. Your Christmas bubble will no longer apply from 26 
December. In most places across the UK, that means you cannot mix with other 
households indoors. One in three people who have coronavirus have no symptoms 
and will be spreading it without realising it. It is essential that these rules are followed 
by everyone. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/find-coronavirus-local-restrictions


If you formed a Christmas bubble, you should reduce your contact with people you do 
not live with as much as possible after meeting your Christmas bubble. This includes 
not meeting up with friends or family outside your household, including for New Year’s 
Eve, even if you feel well. 

Hospitality venues are all required to close by 23:00 at the latest. 

Financial Support  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) support is available to employers and the self-employed, 
including sole traders and limited company directors. You may be eligible for loans, 
tax relief and cash grants, whether your business is open or closed.  

https://www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-finder  
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