
 
 

 

 

 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 
13 October 2020 

 
• Covid Alert System 

o Further details have been published on the restrictions related to the 
three tier Covid Alert System.  

o The most important restrictions relate to ‘Very High Alert Level’ area 
(at the moment this is only Liverpool)and ‘advise’ against non-
essential travel in or out of the area and staying overnight in or 
outside the area 
 

• The Yorkshire Coast is Local COVID Alert Level – Medium 
The numbers have gone down in our region over the past week and are 
in fact some of the lowest in the country at the moment. 

All businesses and venues can continue to operate, in a COVID-
secure manner, other than those that remain closed in law, such as 
nightclubs. 

o Certain businesses selling food or drink on their premises are required 
to close between 10pm and 5am. 

o Businesses and venues selling food for consumption off the premises 
can continue to do so after 10pm as long as this is through delivery 
service, click-and-collect or drive-thru. 

o Schools, universities and places of worship remain open 
o Weddings and funerals can go ahead with restrictions on the number of 

attendees 
o Organised indoor sport and exercise classes can continue to take 

place, provided the Rule of Six is followed 
o People must not meet in groups larger than 6, indoors or 

outdoors 
 

• Local COVID Alert Level - High 
This is for areas with a higher level of infections. This means the 
following additional measures are in place: 

o People must not meet with anybody outside their household or support 
bubble in any indoor setting, whether at home or in a public place 

o People must not meet in a group of more than 6 outside, including in a 
garden or other space. 



o People should aim to reduce the number of journeys they make 
where possible. If they need to travel, they should walk or cycle 
where possible, or to plan ahead and avoid busy times and routes 
on public transport. 

 
• Local COVID Alert Level - Very High 

This is for areas with a very high level of infections. The Government 
will set a baseline of measures for any area in this local alert level. 
Consultation with local authorities will determine additional measures. 
The baseline means the below additional measures are in place: 

o Pubs and bars must close, and can only remain open where they 
operate as if they were a restaurant - which means serving substantial 
meals, like a main lunchtime or evening meal. They may only serve 
alcohol as part of such a meal. 

o Wedding receptions are not allowed 
o People must not meet with anybody outside their household or support 

bubble in any indoor or outdoor setting, whether at home or in a public 
space. The Rule of Six applies in open public spaces like parks and 
beaches. 

o People should try to ‘avoid’ travelling outside the ‘Very High’ area 
they are in, or entering a ‘Very High’ area, other than for things like 
work, education, accessing youth services, to meet caring 
responsibilities or if they are in transit. 

o People should ‘avoid’ staying overnight in another part of the UK 
if they are resident in a ‘Very High’ area, or avoid staying 
overnight in a ‘Very High’ area if they are resident elsewhere. 

o PM’s announcement: 
 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-announces-new-
local-covid-alert-levels 

o Further guidance on alert levels: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-
know 
Full list of local COVIDF alert levels by area: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/full-list-of-local-covid-alert-levels-by-area 
 
 

• Job Support Scheme Guidance Updated 
Amended to include businesses required to close as a result of the 
new Alert Scheme. It has also been updated to clarify the support for 
businesses with different rateable values 

o `Properties with a rateable value of £15,000 or under will receive 
grants of £667 per two weeks of closure (£1,334 per month). 

o Properties with a rateable value of over £15,000 and less than 
£51,000 will receive grants of £1,000 per two weeks of closure (£2,000 
per month). 

o Properties with a rateable value of £51,000 or over will receive 
grants of £1500 per two weeks of closure (£3,000 per month). 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/news/job-support-scheme-expanded-
to-firms-required-to-close-due-to-covid-restrictions 
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• Test and Trace Support Payment Scheme 
People contacted through the Test and Trace system in England and told that 
they need to self-isolate are eligible for a £500 payment if they meet the 
following criteria: 

o They’re employed or self-employed 
o They’re unable to work from home and will lose income as a result of 

self-isolating 
o They’re currently receiving at least one of the following: 

 Universal Credit 
 Working Tax Credit 
 income-based Employment and Support Allowance 
 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
 Income Support 
 Housing Benefit 
 Pension Credit 

• People in England who do not fulfil the above criteria for the 
Test and Trace Support Payment: 
Could be eligible for a £500 discretionary payment if they meet the following 
criteria: 

o They have been told to stay at home and self-isolate by NHS Test and 
Trace, either because they have tested positive for coronavirus or have 
recently been in close contact with someone who has tested positive 

o They are employed or self-employed 
o They are unable to work from home and will lose income as a result of 

self-isolating 
o They are not currently receiving Universal Credit, Working Tax Credit, 

income-based Employment and Support Allowance, income-based 
Jobseeker’s Allowance, Income Support, Housing Benefit and/or 
Pension Credit 

o They are on a low income and will face financial hardship as a result of 
not being able to work while they are self-isolating 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-
payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-
under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme 
 

• Protecting Staff From Coronavirus 
o The guidance for businesses on testing staff for Coronavirus has been 

updated with a separate annex on the legal responsibilities on 
employers to protect the health of their staff. 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
testing-guidance-for-employers/annex-a-employers-legal-obligations 
 

 
• Guidance on Weddings Updated 
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The Guidance document for weddings and civil partnerships (including 
receptions) has been updated to include changes relating to rules on face 
coverings, distance between tables, singing in groups of more than 6, 
dancing, music volume and enforcement. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-
marriages-and-civil-partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-
civil-partnerships 
 

• Weddings: Virtual Q&A event – Friday, 6 November at 10am 
o The Law Commission is organising a virtual Q&A on the potential 

impact of the provisional proposals for reforming weddings and other 
businesses involved in wedding ceremonies.  

o The core proposal of the Law Commission’s provisional scheme is to 
regulate the officiant rather than regulating the building in which the 
wedding is held, meaning that a wedding ceremony could take place 
anywhere the officiant and couple agreed. 

o This would enable venues like Heritage Railways, sightseeing 
boats and outdoor attractions to hold weddings as well as 
enabling venues with large gardens to hold weddings outside. It 
also provides the prospect of historic houses being able to 
recoup some of the backlog of weddings from this year by staging 
multiple weddings on a property on the same day (eg., one inside 
and one in the gardens) 

o More details about the event, including how you can sign up, can be 
found here 

o Link to the Consultation Paper:   
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lawcom-prod-storage-
11jsxou24uy7q/uploads/2020/09/Getting-Married-A-Consultation-
Paper-on-Wedding-Law-web.pdf) 
A shorter summary:  
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lawcom-prod-storage-
11jsxou24uy7q/uploads/2020/09/Weddings-CP-Summary-final-web.pdf 

 
 

• Updated Guidance for Places of Worship 
o The Government has again updated the guidance for places of worship 

to incorporate changes in regulation that affect places of worship, 
announced on 22 September 

o Highlights that different guidance and legislation will apply in local 
lockdown areas and that you need to consult the local restrictions 
guidance to see if there any restrictions in your area. 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-
safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-
19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-
pandemic-from-4-july 

 
 

• Kick-start Scheme Update 
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o If you want to employ someone under the Government’s Kickstart 
scheme but are not in a position to employ the minimum 30 people, 
you need to find someone who will employ a person on your behalf. 

o To help with this the Government has a list of organisations who will do 
this. The list has just been updated and expanded and can be 
searched on a region by region basis. 

o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-someone-to-apply-for-a-kickstart-
scheme-grant-on-your-behalf 

 
 

• Coronavirus and the Latest Indicators for the UK Economy 
Key findings: 

o 61% of accommodation and food businesses say that profits have 
decreased while just 7% report that it has increased. This compares 
with the average of 43% of all businesses recording a decrease and is 
the highest of any sector surveyed. 

o 34% of accommodation and food businesses say they have less than 3 
months reserves, and a further 6% state that they have no reserves at 
all compared to 24% and 4% for UK businesses as a whole.  

o 25% of accommodation and food businesses are not confident that 
they will survive the next three months 

o https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/businessse
rvices/bulletins/coronavirusandtheeconomicimpactsontheuk/8october2
020 

 
• National Museum Figures 

o The weekly update from DCMS on visitor numbers to the National 
Museums indicates that visitor numbers have levelled off at 20% of 
what is expected at this time of year 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/daily-visitors-to-dcms-
sponsored-museums-and-galleries 

 
• ONS Social and Economic Impact Research 

o The percentage of people going to a pub or restaurant during the week 
decreased further from 28%  to 25% 

o The percentage of people visiting at beach, beauty or heritage site 
decreased from 9% to 6% 

o The percentage of people going on holiday or taking a break remained 
at 5%  

o https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsoci
alcare/healthandwellbeing/bulletins/coronavirusandthesocialimpactson
greatbritain/9october2020 

 
 

• Visit Britain Coronavirus Sentiment Tracker (12 October) 
o The proportion feeling ‘the worst is still to come’ rises again, albeit by 

just 1 point to 59%.   
o Those expecting life will return ‘close to normal’ by December is also 

fractionally down to just 5% of the population.  
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o The confidence in being able to take a domestic overnight trip in March 
2021 fell significantly last wave to 48% and it’s declined yet again to 
40%, indicating people are anticipating disruption well into next year.  

o  As reported last time, ‘restrictions on travel from the government’ is the 
leading reason cited for this lack of confidence (51%), followed by 
‘concerns about catching Covid-19’ (48%).   

o The subsequent leading reasons are also very reflective of the current 
situation; namely ‘it’s not responsible to travel in this period’, 
‘restrictions on opportunities to socialise’ and ‘fewer things to do/places 
to visit’.  

o It would seem that barriers to ‘enjoyment’ of the trip may be just as 
crucial to confidence as the more fundamental restrictions and 
concerns associated with freedom of movement or health and 
wellbeing. 

o Confidence in taking an overnight trip next March: significantly down 8 
percentage points to 40% 

o ‘Restrictions on travel from Government’ now takes the outright lead 
among the lack of near-term confidence (trips to end of October).   

o 38% of U.K. adults expect to be taking the same number or more 
domestic short-breaks over the rest of the year compared to normal  

o 10% anticipate taking an overnight trip during Oct, with a further 21% 
intending to take at least one trip between November-March. 

o Uncertainty is still evident, with 41% of October intenders yet to plan 
this trip and 54% yet to book.   

o The levels of planning and booking winter trips (November to March) 
stands at 27% and 16% respectively. 

 
• Causes of Transmission 

o Cabinet Office early analysis from Public Health England reports that 
30% of the cases were the result exposure to the virus in hospitality 
settings.  

o https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment_data/file/925332/Evidence_pack_parliamentary_eng
agement.pdf 

 
• Department for Transport Travel Attitudes Survey 

o DFT have undertaken a survey of travel attitudes which includes a 
section on Leisure and Holidays which looks at public attitudes towards 
leisure time in the light of the coronavirus and how the pandemic has 
changed the anticipated holiday-making of respondents. 

o Just under 50% plan to take the same number of holidays 
o https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up

loads/attachment_data/file/924959/national-travel-attitudes-study-
wave-4-provisional.pdf 
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