
  

 
Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 

 
Friday 14th January 

 
 Reduction In Self-Isolation Period 

 
The Government has announced that, from Monday, the isolation period for people who test 
positive for Covid will been cut to five days in England. This means that people will be able 
leave isolation from the start of day six after two negative tests. The guidance on this is still to 
be published so we will send this through when we get it. 
  

  

 Business Impact Survey 
 
ONS has published the results of their latest business impact survey which covers the period 
from 29th December to 9th January. It shows that while 76.7% of all businesses are fully trading 
at the moment, accommodation and food services is the sector most impacted by omicron 
with only 57.6% of businesses trading fully. This is followed by transportation with only 66.3% 
of businesses trading fully. 
  
The survey also indicates that 60% of businesses in the accommodation and food sector 
experienced a decrease in revenue over this period compared to just 32% across all industries. 
This is followed by the Arts, Entertainment and Recreation sector in which 40% of businesses 
reported a decline in venue. 

  
In the survey 11% of businesses reported that they had no cash reserves, while 7% reported 
low or no confidence they would survive the next three months. This compares to the 26% of 
businesses having no cash reserves and 40.8% of businesses having low or no confidence in 
their survival in the Financial Impact survey that we completed this week. 
  
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/businessservices/bulletins/busi
nessinsightsandimpactontheukeconomy/13january2022 
  

  

 Social Impact Survey 
 
ONS has also released another wave of its social impact survey. Some of the key points for the 
tourism industry are: 

o UK daily flights were 68% of the level seen in the equivalent week of 2020 in the first 
week of January. The is about 2.5 times the number of daily flights in 2021 which is a 
step in the right direction. 

o The seven-day average estimate of UK seated diners fell by 48 percentage points in 
the week to 10 January 2022, to 88% of the level in the equivalent week of 2020; in 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/businessservices/bulletins/businessinsightsandimpactontheukeconomy/13january2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/businessservices/bulletins/businessinsightsandimpactontheukeconomy/13january2022


London and Manchester seated diners fell by 23 and 57 percentage points over the 
same period 

  
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/bulletins/econo
micactivityandsocialchangeintheukrealtimeindicators/13january2022 
  

   

 New Threshold for Business Rates Switch 
 
One of the things the Tourism Alliance have been lobbying on for some time is for the 
Government to introduce a threshold for self-catering rentals that stops second home owners 
telling councils that their holiday home is a self-catering cottage, getting it put on Business 
Rates and then claiming Small Business Rates Relief, meaning that they pay no tax on their 
holiday home. 
  
DHLUC is will announce tomorrow that they have now closed this loophole. However, they 
have made a mistake in not aligning the threshold for the days the property must be let with 
the threshold for HMRC’s Furnished Holiday Letting Rules threshold - which is that a self-
catering property must be let for 105 days a year to be considered to be a business. 
  
Instead DHLUC has set the threshold at only 70 days which causes a number of problems. One 
of the more interesting ones is that residents in London can legally let their residential 
property for 90 days a year, meaning that they will still be able to escape paying council tax. 
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