
 

 

 
 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 
15 October 2020 

Here is a summary of this morning’s announcements on local lockdowns. 

 Barrow-in-Furness, York, north-east Derbyshire, Erewash and 
Chesterfield enter High Alert area status from Midnight on Friday 

 London, Essex and Elmbridge move from Medium Alert to High Alert at 
Midnight Friday. 
o This means that households will be prevented from mixing inside although 

they are still allowed to mix outside in line with the Rule of Six.  
o There are no business closures but households will not be able to meet in 

indoor venues such as pubs and restaurants.  
o Travel outside the area is allowed for holiday purposes but people cannot 

do so in a way where they stay with another household  

 Greater Manchester 
o It was expected that Matt Hancock would announce that Greater 

Manchester would move from High Alert to Very High Alert status 
o He stated that no further decisions have yet been made about moving any 

Manchester areas from the high alert level tier 2 to the very high alert level 
tier 3 but that discussions are continuing with local leaders. 

 Wales 
The Welsh first minister, told BBC Breakfast this morning that holiday 
providers in Wales should not accept half-term bookings from people in areas 
of the UK with high levels of coronavirus. I’m afraid those bookings will no 
longer be able to be honoured. It’s why we’re taking this action now to give 
people a good period of time to understand that, if you did book a holiday in 
those parts of Wales, I’m afraid that holiday will now no longer be able to take 
place. 
 

 Here's a link the High Alert area guidance 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high 

 
 Clarification on Hospitality Accommodation and the Rule of Six: 

Question: 
Can bookings/guests be accepted from Tier 2 High Alert regions?  
Guests would be entering premises that are also inhabited by the hosts 
For example 3 rooms could be occupied by 6 guests plus 2 hosts making it a 
total of 8.  
Answer: 
o Yes, bookings/guests can be accepted from Tier 2 High Alert regions 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high


o If the set-up is like a B&B where the owner lives in a separate part of the 
property then this is fine as the owner is deemed to be staff and is not 
included in the Rule of Six. 
However, if the set-up is like a normal residential house where the guests 
and the owners share the facilities, then they cannot accept guests from 
Tier two areas for two reasons: 

1) They would break the Rule of Six  
2) They would break the requirement that people from within Tier 2 

areas can’t mix with another household. 
 

 We have also asked for clarification on the legal position of Yorkshire 
Coast businesses since they are outside a Very High Area: 
o When a business cancels a booking from a customer from inside the 

area? 
o When people outside a VHA cancel a booking inside the area? 
o Note that travel restrictions are only guidance 

 Legislation underpinning the 3 Tier Alert System has been published:  
The important part of each of the regulations is Schedule 1 which sets out the 
restrictions related to each of the alert levels: 
o Yorkshire Coast: 

Medium Alert https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1103/made 
o High Alert https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1104/made 
o Very High Alert https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1105/made 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1103/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1104/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1105/made


 UK Hospitality, British Beer Pub Association and British Institute of 
Innkeeping Reference Grid for Hospitality:



 

 

 Transport Use 
o DFT’s weekly transport use update shows that public transport use 

remains static 



o National rail usage being a third of normal and bus use still down by 
over 40% 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-
coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic 

 

 Updated Wedding Guidance 
o Incorporates recent changes including the reduction of attendees at 

weddings to no more than 15 people. 
o https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-

small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-small-
marriages-and-civil-partnerships 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships

