
 

 

 
 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 
21 October 2020 

 
 Manchester Lockdown 

o The Prime Minister has announced that Greater Manchester will enter 
Very High Alert status (Tier 3) just after midnight on Friday 23 October 
with the legislation for this being tabled before parliament on Thursday.  

o This means additional restrictions in addition to those in High Alert 
status (Tier 2) 

o Pubs and bars must close, unless they are serving substantial meals. 
o Households can’t mix indoors or in most outdoor settings. 
o People are advised against travel into and out of the area. 
o The following premises will also be required to close: 

 betting shops 
 casinos 
 bingo halls 
 adult gaming centres 
 soft play areas 

o The Prime Minister made no mention of additional support for impacted 
businesses in the area. However, he has suggested that discussions 
will continue. 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-
on-coronavirus-covid-19-20-october-2020 

 
 “So can I, should I, cancel a booking for people from Very High Alert 

area (Tier 3)?” 
o The government has left this decision to the business owner and it is a 

difficult one to make. 
o The advice (note, it is only ‘advice’) is for people not to travel from 

Tier 3  
o So, the government is not forbidding people from travelling out of 

areas, even a Very High Alert area (Tier 3) 
o If you put your guests’ postcode into the postcode checker you can 

check what rules and guidelines they are supposed to be following. 
Here’s the link:   https://www.gov.uk/find-coronavirus-local-restrictions 

o Presuming that the booking is from a single household there is nothing 
preventing people from going on holiday from a Very High Alert area 
(Tier 3)  

o If they are from more than one household, then the booking is 
illegal at the moment. 
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o So, even in Very High Alert status, people are still “legally able to go 
on holiday but the operator should discourage them from doing 
so.” 
(Ref: Tourism Alliance) 
 

 Department of Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) Clarifications 
o Visitors to accommodation businesses need to scan the QR 

code every day that they are there because the system resets at 
midnight each night removing customers’ details  

o While businesses should take reasonable steps to ensure that 
customers are complying with the law on things like the Rule of Six 
and going on holiday with other households, the legal 
responsibility for compliance is with the customer and not the 
business 

o Buying food or drink to take-away also includes situations where 
there is a stall or café in an attraction where no seating is 
provided and the customer walks around the attraction with the 
food/drink 

 

 Check the Status of Self-Employment Income Support Scheme 
Payments 
o The government has launched a new online system whereby someone 

who has applied for SEISS can check the processing of the application 
online and change bank details for the payment. 

o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/return-to-your-claim-for-the-self-
employment-income-support-scheme 

 

 Finding Financial Support Updated (in view of the recent changes) 
o Online tool to help employers and the self-employed find out what 

financial support is available to them 
o This tool can be used by businesses in England, Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland and provides information on eligibility for loans, tax 
relief and cash grants. 

o https://www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-finder 

 Performing Arts Guidance Update 
o The Primary Guidance for working safely during Coronavirus for the 

Performing Arts sector has been updated to in terms of assessing risk 
(Section One) and managing performances (Section 3). 

o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-
19/performing-arts 
 

• Updated Guidance on Singing and Dancing: 
Restaurants, pubs, bars and takeaway services  

o All venues should ensure that steps are taken to mitigate the increased 
risk of virus transmission associated with aerosol production from 
raised voices, such as when speaking loudly or singing loudly, 
particularly in confined and poorly ventilated spaces. 

o This includes, but is not limited to, lowering the volume of background 
music, and refraining from playing music or broadcasts that may 
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encourage shouting, particularly if played at a volume that makes 
normal conversation difficult. 

o Evidence on the most effective steps that can be taken to limit the 
transmission of the virus continues to be regularly reviewed. This 
guidance may be updated in the future in response to changing 
scientific understanding 

o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-
19/restaurants-offering-takeaway-or-delivery 
 

 Updated Guidance on Special Religious Services and Gatherings 
o To take into account the three new alert levels and to incorporate 

checklists on what people should do in celebrating events such as 
Christmas 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-
safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/special-
religious-services-and-gatherings-covid-19-checklist 
 

 Ask a Minister a Question About Coronavirus 
o The Government is inviting people to ask questions about Coronavirus. 
o The Government will not be involved in choosing questions – this will 

be done by an independent polling organisation 
o The minister answering the questions will not see the questions in 

advance.  
o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ask-a-minister-a-question-about-

coronavirus 

 National Weekly Report 
o Public Health England’s weekly information on Covid cases across the 

UK in different demographics  
o Graphs 16-20 with the number of Covid incidents in different settings. 

shows that not only is the number of incidents in restaurants very low 
but they have also remained stable at this level for six weeks now 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment_data/file/927142/Weekly_Flu_and_COVID-
19_report_w42.pdf 

 The R Number 
o The latest R number figures have been published and the range for the 

UK is 1.3-1.5, while the growth rate range for the UK is +4% to +7% 
per day.  

o This is slightly down on last week where the comparable R number 
range was 1.2-1.5 and the growth rate range was +4% to +9% per day 

o The region showing the fastest rate of growth in the South West at +6% 
to +10% 

o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-number-in-the-uk 
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