
 

 

 
 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 
22 October 2020 

 
 Chancellor's Announcement: 

The Job Support Scheme will provide further support for 
businesses impacted by Coronavirus 
In the original JSS employers paid a third of their employees’ wages 
for hours not worked, and required employees to be working 33% of 
their normal hours.  

The changes in today’s announcement: 
 Reduces the employer contribution for unworked hours to 5% 
 The minimum hours to be worked requirement is reduced to 20%, so 

those working just one day a week will be eligible 
Example: 
If someone was being paid £587 for their unworked hours, the 
government would be contributing £543 and their employer £44 

The Jobs Support Scheme starts to operate from 1 November  
For every hour not worked, the employee will be paid up to two-thirds 
of their usual salary 
Example: 
A typical full-time employee in the hospitality industry is paid an 
average of £1,100 per month. Under the JSS for open businesses, they 
will still take home at least £807 a month. The employer pays a total of 
£283 a month or £70 a week; the government will pay the rest. 
For more information see the Job Support Scheme Open Factsheet 

Key elements: 
 Employers will continue to receive the £1,000 Job Retention Bonus 
 The Job Support Scheme for businesses legally required to close 

remains unchanged. 
Self-Employed Grant 

The amount of profits increase from 20 per cent to 40 per cent, meaning 
the maximum grant will increase from £1,875 to £3,750 
The government will provide two taxable SEISS grants to support those 
experiencing reduced demand due to COVID-19 but are continuing to 
trade, or temporarily cannot trade. 
 It will be available to anyone who was previously eligible for the SEISS 

grant one and grant two, and meets the eligibility criteria. 
 Grants will be paid in two lump sum instalments each covering 3 

months.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/928761/JSS_Open_factsheet.pdf


 The first grant will cover a three-month period from the start of 
November 2020 until the end of January 2021.  

 The government will pay a taxable grant which is calculated based on 
40% of three months’ average trading profits, paid out in a single 
instalment and capped at £3,750. 

 The second grant will cover a three-month period from the start of 
February until the end of April 2021.  

 The government will review the level of the second grant and set this in 
due course. 

 For more information see the HMRC website 
 

Business Grants 
 Additional funding to allow Local Authorities (LAs) to support 

businesses in high-alert level areas (Tier 2)which are not legally 
closed, but which are severely impacted by the restrictions on 
socialising. 

 The funding LAs will receive will be based on the number of hospitality, 
hotel, B&B, and leisure businesses in their area. 

 For more information see the Business Grants Factsheet  
 
 
More information on today’s announcement: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plan-for-jobs-chancellor-increases-
financial-support-for-businesses-and-workers 

 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/928760/BUSINESS_GRANTS_FACTSHEET.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plan-for-jobs-chancellor-increases-financial-support-for-businesses-and-workers
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