
 
 

  
 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 
 

Thursday 28 January 2021 
 

• Prime Minister’s Statement to Parliament 
 
The Prime Minister made a statement to Parliament yesterday regarding new 
measures for people arriving into the UK and the review process for the 
Lockdown. The main points of the statement were: 

o The Government is to enforce the ban on international leisure travel by 
asking people at ports of entry why they are leaving and instructing them 
to return home if they do not have a valid reason to travel. 

o The Government we will require all arrivals from the 22 countries from 
which travel is banned but who cannot be refused entry to isolate in 
government-provided accommodation - such as hotels - for ten days 
without exception. They will be met at the airport and transported directly 
into quarantine. 

o The Government will set out the results of the Lockdown review and 
publish its plan for taking the country out of lockdown when parliament 
resumes on 22nd February 

o The plan will set out a gradual and phased approach towards easing the 
restrictions, beginning with re-opening schools – which is planned for 8th 
March at the earliest. 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-to-the-
house-of-commons-on-coronavirus-27-january-2021 

 
 

• Home Secretary’s Announcement 
Following the Prime Minister’s statement the Home Secretary announced that: 

o The details of the “Managed Isolation Process” would be announced 
next week 

o People in the Managed Isolation Process will be required to pay the 
costs of this 

o The police will step up checks on all people required to self-isolate 
o People wanting to leave the UK will have to make a written declaration 

as to why they need to travel (leisure travel is not a permitted reason) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-to-the-house-of-commons-on-coronavirus-27-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-to-the-house-of-commons-on-coronavirus-27-january-2021


o There will be a review of the current exemptions that apply to travel bans. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tougher-border-controls-to-protect-
public-health 
 

 
• Lockdown Guidance Updated 

The Government has updated the lockdown guidance and, at the same time, 
created a game where you have to figure out what they’ve changed.  Looking 
through it the change might be in the international travel section in relation to 
the Prime Minister’s statement to but it’s not immediately obvious. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home 
 

 
• Companies House Pauses Voluntary and Compulsory Strike Off Process 

Companies House has informed businesses that it is pausing Strike Off 
processes from 21 January until 21 February 2021 due to staff shortages. 
However, they point out that businesses must undertake their business filing 
responsibilities during this period and are encouraging people to file online 
instead. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/companies-house-to-pause-voluntary-
and-compulsory-strike-off-processes-for-one-month 
 

 
• Reporting a Lateral Flow Test 

With businesses starting to implement their own testing regimes, the 
Government has established a site whereby you can report the results of lateral 
flow tests. You should report the result: 

o every time you use a lateral flow test kit 
o as soon as possible after you get the result -  you cannot report a result 

after more than 24 hours. 
 

To use this service, you need: 
o the barcode on the test strip or the ID number printed under it (the test 

strip is the part of the kit that shows your result) 
o a mobile phone number so we can text you to confirm we’ve got your 

result 
 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 
 
 

• Updated Advice for UK Visa Applicants and Temporary Residents 
The Home Office has updated their advice to extend a number of Covid -related 
exemptions to 31 May 2021. These include: 

o Changes to the minimum income and adequate maintenance 
requirement 

o Short breaks to continuous residence 
o Visa extension due to inability to leave the UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tougher-border-controls-to-protect-public-health
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tougher-border-controls-to-protect-public-health
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/companies-house-to-pause-voluntary-and-compulsory-strike-off-processes-for-one-month
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/companies-house-to-pause-voluntary-and-compulsory-strike-off-processes-for-one-month
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result


 
People who intend to leave the UK but have not been able to do so and have a 
visa or leave that expires between 1 December 2020 and 31 May 2021 can 
request additional time to stay, known as ‘exceptional assurance’, by emailing 
cihassuranceteam@homeoffice.gov.uk 

 
• CJRS Helpline 

HMRC have updated their guidance on CJRS to ask employers not to call them 
unnecessary as they have fewer advisers available to answer your calls (maybe 
they should sign up for the KickStart scheme). 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/calculate-how-much-you-can-claim-using-the-
coronavirus-job-retention-scheme#contacting-hmrc 

 
An alternative that employers can try if they are struggling to get through is an 
online chat service which I’ve just tried and found an advisor available straight 
away 
 
https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/ask-hmrc/webchat/income-tax-enquiries-for-
individuals-pensioners-and-
employees?_ga=2.42384738.619638141.1611848213-
2048517823.1592577057 
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