
 

 

 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 
29 October 2020 

• Local Restrictions Support Grant Scheme 

o The additional funding announced by Chancellor Rishi Sunak on 22 October 
only applies to hospitality businesses in high (tier two) and very high (tier 
three) alert areas.  

o Our borough is in a medium alert area (tier one) so businesses are not 
currently eligible for these grants. 

o If our area’s alert level changes in the future, further information about the 
scheme will be published on our SBC website 

We have reiterated to the lobby groups that although we’re in a medium alert 
area (tier one) the Yorkshire Coast is dependent on custom from high (tier 
two) and very high (tier three) alert areas. Therefore, it is unreasonable to 
compare us to other medium alert area (tier one) non-tourism destinations 
and that support for businesses in our borough needs to be considered with 
some urgency. 

This is a recent tweet from the National Coastal Tourism Academy who are in 
regular meetings with politicians and civil servants.  

 

Another lobby group we are working with is the Tourism Alliance which has 
written to the Secretary of State to ask him to ensure that these grants are 
available to all components of the tourism industry, below is a section of a 
long letter: 

 

 

https://www.scarborough.gov.uk/home/council/coronavirus-covid-19-information-residents-and-businesses#supportbusiness


 
The Rt Hon Oliver Dowden CBE MP 
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 
Department for Digital Culture Media and Sport 
100 Parliament St 
Westminster 
London SW1A 2BQ 

27th October 2020 

Dear Secretary of State 

Eligibility for Business Grants 
 
First, I would like to thank the Government for addressing the impacts facing 
the UK tourism industry as a result of the Coronavirus epidemic by amending 
the Job Support Scheme and providing cash grants of up to £2,100 per month 
for businesses in the hospitality, accommodation and leisure sector adversely 
impacted by the restrictions in high-alert level areas. 

The recognition of the size and importance of tourism to the UK economy is 
extremely welcome and we believe that tourism will be one of the keys to 
recovery - as was shown in the wake of the Global Financial crisis when ONS 
research found that a third of all new jobs in the UK between 2010 and 2013 
were in tourism-related businesses. 

As you will be aware, tourism incorporates a wide range of diverse but inter-
related businesses that depend on each other for survival; from tour operators 
and travel agents, transport operators, accommodation providers, attractions 
and activities, conferences and event organisers, through to restaurants and 
pubs. It is, in effect, an ecosystem of businesses where each component 
depends on the other for its survival and to generate the £31.5bn per annum 
in overseas earnings that tourism provides for the UK economy. 

The reason for writing is to ensure that the eligibility criteria of new Business 
Grants announced by the Chancellor recognises the interconnected nature of 
businesses in the tourism industry by being available to all tourism 
businesses. 

 

Kurt Janson 
Director 

cc.  Nigel Huddleston MP, Minister for Sport, Tourism and Heritage 

 



• Update to Guidance for Grassroots Sport and Gym/Leisure 
Facilities on: 

o Keeping users of sports and gym/leisure facilities safe (section 2)  
o Social distancing (section 4) 
o Managing changing rooms and showers (section 6.4) 
o Protecting staff not able to work at home (section 8) 
o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-

19/providers-of-grassroots-sport-and-gym-leisure-facilities 

• Claiming Back Statutory Sick Pay Updated 
o Employers can ask for a ‘shielding note’ or a letter from their doctor or health 

authority advising their employees to shield because they’re at high risk of 
severe illness from coronavirus 

• https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-
employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19 
 

• Kickstart Scheme Update 
o The Government has updated the search function for businesses which 

want to employ someone under the KickStart Scheme through a Gateway 
organisation. The new search function enables tourism and hospitality 
businesses to search for a specialist gateway provider for the sector on a 
regional, national and UK basis 

o https://secure.dwp.gov.uk/find-a-kickstart-gateway 
o If you need a refresher on what the Kickstart Scheme is, it provides 

funding to create new job placements for 16 to 24 year olds on Universal 
Credit who are at risk of long term unemployment.  

o Employers of all sizes can apply for funding which covers:  
▪ 100% of the National Minimum Wage (or the National Living 

Wage depending on the age of the participant) for 25 hours per 
week for a total of 6 months 

▪ associated employer National Insurance contributions 
▪ employer minimum automatic enrolment contributions 

o Here’s a link to the detailed guidance.  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-employers-apply-for-a-kickstart-
scheme-grant-kickstart-gateway 
 

• Warrington Moves to Tier 3  (Very High Alert) Status 
In addition to the base-level requirements regarding social distancing and 
business closures, the following local business closures will also be 
introduced. 

o Betting Shops 
o Adult gaming Centres 
o Casinos 
o Soft Play Centres and areas 
o It is worth noting that gyms and gyms classes are not required to close. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/local-covid-alert-level-update-for-
warrington 
 

• Nottinghamshire Moves to Tier 3 (Very High Alert) Status 
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Nottingham and the whole county will move into tier 3 (very high alert) status 
on Friday 30 October  
 

• Test and Trace Support Payment Guidance 
o People contacted by NHS Test and Trace and told to self-isolate on 

or after 28 September 2020 could be eligible for a £500 Test and 
Trace Support Payment.  

o The guidance on claiming this payment has been updated with 
further details on the information people need to provide to the local 
authority when applying for the Test and Trace Support Payment 
scheme. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-
trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-
financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-
scheme 

 

• Local Authority Coronavirus Infection Rate Trends  
o Data on infection rates and trends in individual local authorities in 

England. 
o There are also data sets on infections by region and 

epidemiological charts for each local authority in England  
o https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/lower-tier-local-

authority-watchlist-epidemiological-data-23-october-2020 
 

• ONS Summary on Coronavirus Research 
The survey includes research on: 
o Levels of infection and preventative measures 
o Deaths 
o Natural environment 
o Impact on mental health 
o Household and community impact 
o Social impacts 
o Mobility and trade 
o Labour market impact 
o UK output and productivity 
o Inflation and retail sales 
o Sector accounts and government finance 
o Business impact 
o https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthands

ocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/articles/coronaviruscovid19review
dataandanalysismarchtooctober2020/2020-10-28 
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