
 

 

 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 
Friday 13 November 2020 

 
• Eligibility  for the Coronavirus Additional Restrictions Grant 

o The ARG is a discretionary grant that supports businesses that are not 
covered by other grant schemes or where additional funding is needed 

o Local councils will administer the grant and have the freedom to 
determine the eligibility criteria for these grants 

o However, the government expects the funding to help those 
businesses which – while not legally forced to close – are nonetheless 
severely impacted by the restrictions 
This could include: 
 businesses which supply the retail, hospitality, and leisure 

sectors 
 businesses in the events sector 
 business required to close but which do not pay business rates  

o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-youre-eligible-for-the-
coronavirus-additional-restrictions-grant 

• Scarborough Borough Council  
o As this scheme comes under discretionary powers, SBC needs to carry 

out further work on a policy for the scheme, including what criteria 
would be applied 

o SBC anticipates that further information will be made available towards 
the end of November.  

o In the meantime please continue to check the SBC webpage Additional 
Restrictions Grant 

 
• CLOSED businesses: 

Coronavirus Grant Due to National Restrictions (Lockdown)  
To be eligible your business: 

o occupies property on which it pays business rates (and is the 
ratepayer) 

o has been required to close because of the national 
restrictions from 5 November to 2 December 2020 

o has been unable to provide its usual in-person customer 
service from its premises 

        Businesses are not eligible if: 
o you can continue to operate during the period of restrictions 

because you do not depend on providing direct in-person 
services from your premises (for example accountants) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-youre-eligible-for-the-coronavirus-additional-restrictions-grant
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o you have chosen to close, but have not been required to 
close as part of national restrictions 

o you have exceeded the permitted state aid limit 
 

 
• DCMS has provided more answers to your questions 

Q. Can you self-isolate in a hotel before you have an operation? 
A. You can stay in a hotel to self-isolate as required by law 
Q. Is there any further information on the Job Retention Bonus? 
A. The Chancellor has said that a retention initiative will be reintroduced at an 
appropriate time but no further detail.  
Q. For rural areas, is there clarification on what is considered acceptable 
travel for exercise? 
A. While people are allowed to travel in order to exercise, we ask that you 
minimise the distance you travel. There are no limits on how far you can travel 
for work where necessary. Travel for recreation and exercise should be kept 
to a short distance. Travel for permitted purposes, such as essential retail, 
should be kept within reasonable bounds. 
 

• When England comes out of national lockdown  
o DCMS have advised us that the three tier system will be implemented 

again from 3 December 
o We do not know at the moment which tier will apply to each area  

  
• Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) 

Permissions are being extended by MHCLG to support businesses 
o To extend the automatic permission for pubs, restaurants and cafes to 

provide food takeaways until 23rd March 2022 
o To extend the permission that doubled the length of time that 

temporary structures can be placed on land without needing an 
application for planning permission until 2021 - this makes it easier to 
host markets, stalls, marquees, car boot sales and fairs to operate for 
longer without needing a planning application 

o To remove permitted development rights for the demolition of theatres, 
concert halls and live music performance venues in order to avoid 
these venues being demolished before they can recover 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/news/boost-for-restaurants-pubs-and-
cafes-as-jenrick-extends-takeaway-services 

 
• Save Britain’s Coach Companies (Parliamentary Labour Party Briefing) 

Key campaign objectives: 
o The Government to be much more targeted in the way it uses financial 

support – including the availability of loans – for firms in industries that 
have faced the toughest challenges this summer and continue to face 
difficult months ahead 

o The Government to provide clearer guidance to operators and 
stakeholders in the tourism industry so that, where it is possible to 
safely do so, passengers can travel by coach 

Main facts: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/boost-for-restaurants-pubs-and-cafes-as-jenrick-extends-takeaway-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/boost-for-restaurants-pubs-and-cafes-as-jenrick-extends-takeaway-services


o Over 23 million people visit UK attractions by coach every year, 
generating nearly 10 percent of the tourism sector’s total contribution to 
the economy (Confederation of Passenger Transport) 

o Without coach operators tourist sites and cultural venues will lose out 
 

• HMRC To Increase Investigations 
o Note the emphasis that HMRC are now putting on reducing fraud 

related to the claims that businesses have made for the various 
support mechanisms.  

o “We are starting to investigate claims in depth. For the Coronavirus 
Job Retention Scheme, we will be paying particular attention to claims 
that are out of step with the PAYE data we hold, and the nearly 15,000 
calls that have come into our fraud hotline services. 

o Where people have made an honest mistake, we want to help people 
correct them. No one who has tried to do the right thing but made an 
honest mistake has any need to be concerned, as long as they put it 
right. Claimants can correct any mistake they’ve made within 90 days 
of receiving the grant without fear of a penalty or other sanction. Where 
employers don’t take the opportunity to correct and don’t respond to 
our prompts, we will carry out investigations into their affairs.” 

o It is therefore important that businesses check that their claims 
have been made in accordance with the criteria of the various 
schemes and that they have not been overpaid. 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hmrc-issue-briefing-how-
hmrc-will-continue-to-support-customers-and-the-economy/covid-19-
how-hmrc-will-continue-to-support-customers-and-the-economy 
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