
  

 

 
 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) – Latest information for business 

10 September 2020 
 

We will try and keep you updated of any changes and new developments as quickly as 
possible in this fast moving situation. 
Please look out for our next email, hopefully later today, which summarises local guidance 
on preventing and managing Covid-19 in hospitality settings. 
We will also continue to lobby pressure groups to encourage them to put forward the 
concerns of our local tourism industry to the relevant government departments and work 
with industry organisations such as Visit England and the National Coastal Tourism 
Agency who also lobby on our behalf. 

 
 Rule of Six 
The Government has published further guidance on the new “Rule of Six” including a FAQ (note 
that this applies just to England) 

 Meeting Others Safely 
This new guidance provides more detail on the exemptions, which include: 

o Weddings 
o Education and training 
o Work or voluntary/charitable services 
o Some organised indoor and outdoor sports, physical activity and exercise 

classes (further linked details are provided on this) 
o Youth groups or activities 

 The guidance also clarifies that  COVID-19 secure venues can continue to host people up to 
their social distancing capacity but that no one can visit in a group of more than 6 (except 
for the exemptions and where the household (including bubble) is greater than 6) 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-
safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing 

 Rule of Six FAQ 
There is also a FAQ document to go with the guidance which states, amongst other things: 

o People should not go on holiday in England with people outside their household 
(including bubble) in a group larger than 6 people 

o Where people can travel to or what they can do on a holiday is not affected 
provided that the group size is not exceeded 

o This does not change the guidance on what to do if someone catches Coronavirus 
while on holiday 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-
you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do 

 Prime Minister’s Announcement 
The key points from the Prime minister’s announcement yesterday were: 
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o From Monday 14th September, the “rule of six” will be introduced in England which 
means that people will not be able to meet-up groups of more than six unless they 
are in a household (and support bubble) of more than 6 people 

o The Rule of Six replaces the existing bans on more than 30 meeting and the rule of 
only two households 

o Controlled Covid-secure premises (e.g., restaurants, pubs, attractions, hotels) can 
host more than six people but individual groups visiting these premises must not be 
larger than 6 people 

o Two households can still meet up, but not if they make a group of more than six 
people. 

  

 Tourism and Hospitality Businesses 
o Pubs and restaurants (attractions were not mentioned but I presume that the detail 

will include these venues) will be legally required to take contact details of a 
member from each customer party, retain these details for 21 days, and provide 
them to NHS Test & Trace without delay when required. 

o The Government will support local authorities to make further and faster use of 
their powers to close venues that are breaking the rules and pose a risk to public 
health. 

o Fines will be levied against hospitality venues that fail to ensure their premises 
remain COVID Secure.  

o Here is a copy of the Prime Minister’s announcement: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-press-conference-statement-9-
september-2020 

               And the slides from the presentation: 
o https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/slides-on-coronavirus-9-september-

2020 
o Chris Whitty has commented that these new rules are unlikely to be lifted within 

three weeks 
 

 Guardian Newspaper  Q&A 
Simon Murphy Political correspondent Wed 9 Sept 18:36 

o What will be illegal under the new rules?  
From Monday, gatherings of more than six people inside or outside in England will 
be illegal, with some exemptions. Under present rules for England, guidelines limit 
most gatherings to six people, or no more than two households or support bubbles, 
but the law has allowed for a higher limit of 30 people. “You must not meet socially 
in groups of more than six and if you do, you will be breaking the law,” Johnson told 
a Downing Street press conference on Wednesday, dubbing it “the rule of six”.  

o What does this mean if a family of five wants to visit two grandparents at the 
same time?  
In short, doing so would be illegal as this would mean seven people were gathering. 
Asked about the issue on Wednesday, the health secretary, Matt Hancock, told BBC 
Breakfast: “I’m afraid for a family of five or six, this will bring in some significant 
restrictions, I get that and we don’t do this lightly.” He added: “I have three children, 
we have a family of five, and so we’ll be able to see one other person at a time as a 
whole family.”  

o Are there exemptions?  
Yes, quite a few. For instance, if a family who live together – or a support bubble – is 
already larger than six they will not be in breach of the law by being together but 
they will not be able to see anyone else as a group. Places of worship, gyms, 
restaurants and hospitality venues can still hold more than six people in total. But 
within those venues, Johnson highlighted, there must not be individual groups larger 
than six and groups must not mix socially with others. Education and workplaces are 
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also exempt. Covid-secure weddings and funerals can still take place with up to 30 
people, as well as organised team sports.  

o Why is the government doing this now?  
The number of Covid-19 cases are rising fast, with the R number – the average 
number of people one person infects – above 1 although it is not clear what the 
exact figure is. There have been nearly 8,500 positive Covid-19 tests recorded in 
England in three days. There is particular concern in government over the growth in 
infections among young people. The weekly rate of cases per 100,000 people across 
the population is 19.7 but it is significantly higher among younger people. For 17 to 
18-year-olds it is 48.1, for 19 to 21-year-olds it is 54.5 and across the age range of 20 
to 29 it is 41.6. The rates for younger children and older people remain broadly flat.  

o What about those who break the new rules?  
The new measures are designed to simplify the rules to help police enforcement, 
with rule-breakers facing a £100 for the first offence. Fines will double on each 
further offence, up to £3,200. Covid-secure marshals will be introduced to boost 
local authority enforcement.  

o How long will this last?  
The new rules will be in place for the “foreseeable future”, Hancock told BBC Radio 
4’s Today programme on Wednesday, although he said he hoped the situation could 
be turned around before Christmas. Later, Johnson clarified that the measures 
would be kept under review and only continue for as long as necessary. “These 
measures are not another national lockdown,” he said, adding: “The whole point of 
them is to avoid a second national lockdown.”  

o What else is the government doing?  
 The government is making it a legal requirement for pubs and restaurants 

to take customers’ details and keep them for 21 days for the NHS test-and-
trace programme, which has until now been voluntary. Businesses who fail 
to do so will face fines.  

 The prime minister also indicated there could be further restrictions on the 
opening hours of venues in some areas, after a similar move this week in 
Bolton – which is suffering the highest Covid rates in the country – where 
pubs and restaurants have to shut from 10pm to 5am. “We will also restrict 
the opening hours of premises, initially in some local areas,” Johnson said, 
without specifying where this could take place.  

 Will plans to allow fans back into sports stadiums and other venues still go 
ahead?  

 Johnson said the plans would be reviewed. He said: “At the present time, I’m 
afraid we must also revise plans to pilot larger audiences in venues later this 
month and review our intention to return audiences to stadiums and 
conference centres from the 1st of October. That doesn’t mean we’re going 
to scrap the programme entirely, we just have to review it and abridge it.”  
 

 The Times Newspaper   Eleni Courea, Political Reporter Thurs 10 Sept 10  12.01am 

o Christmas  

Mr Johnson said that it was “too early to say” whether things would be back to 

normal by Christmas amid fears that large family celebrations will be impossible.  

 The prime minister said he was “hopeful” of at least a partial return to 

normality by the end of the year but said it rested on the success of his 

“moonshot” plan to make mass saliva testing available.  

 Sir Patrick Vallance, his chief scientific adviser, warned that it was 

“completely wrong to assume” that the plan would succeed.  



 Sir Patrick said that rapid saliva tests, which can return results within 15 

minutes, still needed to be “tested carefully”. “We would be completely 

wrong to assume this is a slam dunk that can definitely happen,” he said.  

 Should current restrictions remain in place at Christmas, families will be 

banned from celebrating in groups larger than six if they don’t already all 

live together.  

 Professor Whitty warned that the period between now and spring would be 

“difficult” because of people’s tendency to crowd indoors and the spread of 

cold and flu viruses.  

 The moonshot plan, which is being piloted in the north of England next 

month, involves people taking a daily “pregnancy-style” coronavirus test 

that returns a result within minutes. Those who have a negative result 

would have “a kind of passport, a freedom to mingle with everybody else 

who is similarly not infectious in a way that is currently impossible”, Mr 

Johnson said.  

 Professor Whitty said that the new period of restrictions “may not last for 

many months, but it is very unlikely to be over in just two or three weeks”. 

“People shouldn’t just see this as a very short-term thing,” he said.  

 Statistics 

o The new rules come in response to a significant rise in cases, which has led ministers 

to believe that Britain is four weeks behind France and Spain.  

o The number of positive cases detected has risen from 12.5 per 100,000 to 19.7 per 

100,000 Britons in the past week. The uptick suggests the national R number is now 

above 1, meaning the virus is spreading exponentially.  

o Professor Whitty said the sharp rise in infections was similar to what happened four 

weeks ago in France, Spain and Belgium, but that “decisive action” in Belgium led 

the infection rate there to stabilise and decline.  

o The number of infections in Britain has risen particularly among young people aged 

between 20 and 29, with 42 cases per 100,000 people. Ministers fear an increase in 

the number of deaths from the virus as older people catch it from their children and 

grandchildren.  

o Professor Whitty said the number of infections had declined across the UK through 

May to July as people heeded social distancing rules, but began creeping up again in 

mid-August with more infections “spreading across the whole country”. “That is the 

reason that we need to go on to act,” he added.  

 

 Competition and Markets Authority  Position on Wedding Cancellations and Refunds 
The CMA has published a position statement on how it believes the law operates in relation 
to wedding cancellations and refunds. It states that if a wedding contract has been 
frustrated and the customer is entitled to a refund when going ahead with the wedding 
could breach lockdown laws including: 

o the restrictions imposed under the original lockdown laws in the early stages of the 
pandemic, which required wedding venues to close and prohibited people leaving 
their homes and attending gatherings 

o further restrictions imposed under revised lockdown laws, which limited the 
numbers of people who could attend a wedding 

o restrictions imposed by local lockdown laws, such as local laws that require venues 
to close or require people to stay at home 

o specific restrictions imposed by local authorities under their lockdown legal powers  



o It accepts that there can be exemptions to a full refund where goods and services 
have already been provided 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wedding-services-coronavirus-covid-
19-cancellations-and-refunds/wedding-services-affected-by-covid-19-statement-of-
the-cmas-position-on-cancellation-and-refunds#weddings-affected-by-legal-
restrictions-and-government-guidance-which-may-be-able-to-go-ahead-in-some-
cases 

   

 Local Lockdown Changes 
                https://www.gov.uk/guidance/closing-certain-businesses-and-venues-in-leicester 
                Bolton:Further restrictions have been introduced in Bolton 

o All businesses providing food and drink will be restricted to takeaway only 
o Late-night restriction of operating hours, meaning venues will be required to close 

between 10pm and 5am 
o The ban on mixing outside households in homes and in public outdoor settings will 

be enforceable by law 
o  https://www.gov.uk/government/news/stronger-measures-brought-in-to-tackle-

virus-in-bolton 
 

 Eat Out to Help Out 
The final figures from the initiative have been released on a regional and constituency basis. 
The regional figures showing that, while the most meals were consumed in London (8.6m) 
followed by the North West (7.4m), the most meals per head of population were consumed 
in the South West (6.8m meals eaten by 5.6m people – although this is probably related to 
the August holidays rather than the eating habits of the locals ).  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eat-out-to-help-out-scheme-claims-by-
parliamentary-constituency 
 

  ONS Social Impact Research 
The latest Social Impact research from the ONS has been released with the following findings 
related to Eat Out to Help Out and the gradual increase in people socialising and going back 
to their place of work 

o More than half (53%) of adults who had heard about the Eat Out to Help Out 
scheme said they had eaten out during the month of August just to make use of the 
scheme. 

o Of all adults, 47% said they would have eaten out during August without the 
discount from the scheme. 

o As an indication of the benefits of the scheme, 51% of adults now say that they 
would feel comfortable or very comfortable to eat indoors at a restaurant, an 
increase from 43% two weeks ago. 

o Of those people who had left their homes this week, 38% said they had visited a 
restaurant, café, bar or pub, an increase from 9% seven weeks ago 

o In the last seven days, 29% adults met up with people in a public place – an increase 
from 13% three months ago 

o 57% of working adults reported they had travelled to work (either exclusively or in 
combination with working from home) in the past seven days, while 20% had 
worked exclusively at home. 

o 53% of adults reported that they felt either very comfortable or comfortable about 
leaving home  

o https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/heal
thandwellbeing/bulletins/coronavirusandthesocialimpactsongreatbritain/4septemb
er2020 

 
 

 National Museum Figures 
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o The National Museums’ figures from DCMS indicate another rise to almost 25% of 
normal footfall. 

o Looking back over the figures, there seems to be a reasonably steady, but rather 
slow increase of about 4% per week in visitor numbers. 

o https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/daily-visitors-to-dcms-sponsored-
museums-and-galleries 
 

 Guidance on Apprenticeships 
The Government has updated the guidance for employers, trainers and assessors in relation 
to apprenticeships: 
Key points: 

o Information on the actions that training providers should take for the return of 
apprentices from September. Read more about it in the returning to workplace and 
educational settings section. 

o Information on how apprentices who have been made redundant, or who are at risk 
of redundancy, can access online and telephone support through the Redundancy 
Support Service for Apprentices. Read more about it in the redundant apprentices 
section. 

o Information on the new incentive payment for hiring a new apprentice. Read more 
about it in the apprenticeship programme response section. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
apprenticeship-programme-response/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-
apprentices-employers-training-providers-end-point-assessment-organisations-and-
external-quality-assurance-pro 

 

 Business Rate Consultation Feedback 
o Business Rates Reform is a significant problem for large components of the tourism 

industry. UK Hospitality has calculated that businesses such as hotels, pubs, restaurants 
and visitor attractions  pay £2.7bn in business rates, which represents 9% of the total 
business rates paid in the UK, even though the these business represent just 4% of UK 
business turnover. 

o The consultation closes next Friday (18th Sept). In order to put together a Tourism 
Alliance response to this, could you please send the Tourism Alliance your comments by 
Monday 14th September. kurt.janson@tourismalliance.com 

o Here’s a link to the Consultation document 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/hm-treasury-fundamental-review-of-
business-rates-call-for-evidence 
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