
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Coronavirus (Covid-19) – latest information for business 15 July 2020 

 
• Discretionary Grants Scheme – Second Round  

This is another opportunity for small businesses to apply for a grant 
VIEW HERE 
 

• Public Health Officer Guidance for Accommodation businesses 
Accommodation businesses who may have a customer that they suspect has 
Coronavirus. The main powers of PHOs: 

o PHOs may direct, remove or request a constable to remove, an individual to a 
place suitable for screening and assessment. 

o PHOs may require an individual to be screened and impose other 
requirements on an individual in connection with their screening and 
assessment. 

o Following an assessment, a PHO can impose requirements and restrictions on 
the individual. 
 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/atta
chment_data/file/898828/Guidance_for_public_health_officers_-
_potentially_infectious_persons.pdf 

• Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) Information Regarding Testing 
Positive and Employees 
If there is reasonable evidence that an employee contracted COVID-19 from a work-
related exposure then the business operator is obliged to report this to the Health 
and Safety Executive, as required by the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and 
Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 2013 
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-
privacy-information/testing-for-coronavirus-privacy-information-quick-read 
 

• Deferring Self-Assessment Payments 
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o The guidance for self-employed people has been updated to explain why 
people’s June 2020 Self-Assessment statements showed a date of 31 January 
2021. Apparently, this is because HMRC updated their IT systems to prevent 
customers incurring late payment interest on any July 2020 Payment on 
Account paid between 1st August 2020 and 31 January 2021.  

o The deferment has not been applied for all customers by HMRC and it 
remains optional. 
 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/defer-your-self-assessment-payment-on-
account-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19 

 
• Reduced VAT Rate from 20% to 5%  

o It applies to all food and non-alcoholic drinks consumed on the premises 
o It applies to hot takeaway food and drink 
o It applies to all holiday accommodation from camping through to hotels 
o It applies to standard VAT rated attractions 
o Flat Rate VAT Scheme rates will be reduced to take into account the 

reduction 
Links: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-reduced-rate-for-hospitality-holiday-
accommodation-and-attractions 
Separate, more detailed guidance is provided for individual business types - 
food provision, accommodation and attractions as below 
 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catering-takeaway-food-and-vat-notice-7091 
 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hotels-holiday-accommodation-and-vat-
notice-7093 
 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-on-admission-charges-to-attractions 
 

By now you will have digested most of the Chancellors statement but there are just 
a couple of things to highlight. 

1. HM Treasury officials since the announcement have clarified that the 
reduction in VAT will apply when the payment is received – not when the 
product is “consumed”. This should help with cash flow because it means 
that businesses can apply the reduced rate to any booking where the 
payment is received between 15 July 2020 and 12 January 2021 and provides 
opportunities for businesses to sell summer 2021 product at the low VAT 
rate. 

2. The one other component of the package is the Job Retention Bonus. This is 
a one-off payment of £1,000 to employers for every furloughed employee 
who remains continuously employed through to the end of January 2021. 
Employees must earn above the Lower Earnings Limit (£520 per month) on 
average between the end of the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme and the 
end of January 2021. Payments will be made from February 2021. Further 
detail about the scheme will be announced by the end of July. 

 
• Eat Out to Help Out Scheme – Discount to encourage eating out 
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o The scheme will run from 3rd to 31st August 2020 on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 

o It is a 50% discount, up to a maximum of £10 per person 
o It applies to food or non-alcoholic drinks to eat consumed on the premises 
o Alcohol and service charges are excluded from the offer. 
o There is no limit to the number of times customers can use the offer during 

the period of the scheme 
o The offer applies individually to all members of a group who are eating or 

drinking together – so it can’t be applied where a person in the group is not 
eating (e.g. if a couple have a baby, they can only a get a maximum of £20 
discount on their meal) 
NOTE: 
The Treasury originally stated that packaged products that include food and 
drink are not eligible for the Eat Out to Help Out Scheme – this includes 
B&Bs, package offers at hotels and dinner cruises. 
However, clarification on this now states that these products can be eligible 
if they are unbundled. So a Bed and Breakfast that charges £80/night could 
charge £60 for the accommodation and £20 for the breakfast and claim back 
£10 

Eligible establishments are those in which food is sold for immediate on-
premises consumption. This could include: 
o Restaurants 
o Cafés 
o Public houses that serve food 
o Hotel restaurants 
o Restaurants and cafes within tourist attractions, holiday sites and leisure 

facilities 
o Dining rooms within members’ clubs 
o Workplace and school canteens 
Here’s a link to more information 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/get-more-information-about-the-
eat-out-to-help-out-scheme/get-more-information-about-the-eat-out-to-help-
out-scheme 
Registration 
To claim the discount from Government, businesses must register. Registrations 
will open on 13th July and close on 31st August 
You can register if your business: 

o Sells food for immediate consumption on the premises 
o Provides its own dining area or shares a dining area with another 

establishment for eat-in meals 
o Registered as a food business with the relevant local authority on or 

before 7 July 
You cannot register if your establishment: 

o Only offers takeaway food or drink 
o Provides catering services for private functions 
o An accommodation business that provides room service only 
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o Dining services  
o Mobile food vans or trailers 

To claim reimbursement  
o The registration will be instantaneous 
o The businesses will receive a reference number to use to claim 

reimbursement from the Government.  
Here’s the guidance on registration 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-your-establishment-for-the-eat-out-
to-help-out-scheme 

• Eat Out To Help Out Registrations Now Open 
If you are registering 25 establishments or less, you must provide the details of each 
branch and will need: 

o the Government Gateway ID and password for your business (if you do not 
have one, you can create one when you register) 

o the name and address of each establishment to be registered, unless you 
are registering more than 25 

o the UK bank account number and sort code for the business (only provide 
bank account details where a BACS payment can be accepted) 

o the address on your bank account for the business (this is the address on 
your bank statements) 

You may also need: 
o VAT registration number (if applicable) 
o Employer PAYE scheme reference number (if applicable) 
o Corporation Tax or Self-Assessment unique taxpayer reference 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-your-establishment-for-the-eat-out-
to-help-out-scheme 

• Eat Out To Help Out Promotional Material 
The Government has produced a range of promotional material that businesses can 
use to promote their participation in Eat Out to Help Out. These include 

o A set of posters and a ‘table talker’ for use at/on business premises 
o Images and digital files for use on websites and social media channels 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eat-out-to-help-out-scheme-
promotional-materials 

• SBC Encourages Registration to Eat Out to Help Out 
The council’s tourism team will compile a list of businesses that take part in Eat Out 
to Help Out, which will be promoted on the Discover Yorkshire Coast website. 
Businesses that sign up to the scheme are asked to let the tourism team know by 
emailing tourismbureau@scarborough.gov.uk. 
VIEW HERE 

 
• Outdoor Leisure Facilities Now Permitted 

o Organised team sports outdoors - subject to the relevant sport’s guidance 
being published 

o Outdoor waterparks and swimming pools 
o Outdoor hot tubs 
o Outdoor hydrotherapy pools 
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o Outdoor whirlpools 
o Outdoor jacuzzis. 
o Outdoor sport and physical activity participation events 
o Outdoor gyms 
o Waterparks 

• Outdoor Pools and Gyms (from 11 July) & Indoor Gyms, Swimming Pools and 
Sports Facilities (from 25 July)  
Providing that these facilities comply with new guidance:  

o Limiting the number of people using the facility at any one time, for example 
by using a timed booking system 

o Reducing class sizes and allowing sufficient time between each class to avoid 
groups waiting outside during changeover 

o Ensuring an appropriate number of people are in a swimming pool at any one 
time 

o Spacing out equipment or taking some out of service to maintain social 
distancing 

o Enhanced cleaning and providing hand sanitizer throughout venues 
o Considering how and the the way people walk through their venue could be 

adjusted to reduce contact, with queue management or one-way systems 
o Ensuring adequate ventilation 
o Encouraging the use of outdoor spaces for individual, team or group 

activities, making sure to comply with the latest restrictions on public 
gatherings 

o Exercise or dance studios should have temporary floor markings where 
possible to help people stay distanced during classes 

o Customers and staff should be encouraged to shower and change at home 
wherever possible, although changing rooms will be available. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-gyms-and-
pools-to-reopen-safely 

• Indoor Recreational Facilities 
From 25 July: 

o indoor gyms 
o fitness and dance studios 
o indoors sports venues and facilities 
o indoor swimming pools 
o indoor hot tubs 
o indoor hydrotherapy pools 
o indoor whirlpools 
o indoor jacuzzis 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-
19/providers-of-grassroots-sport-and-gym-leisure-facilities 

• Outdoor Events Now Permitted 
o Air Shows 
o Agricultural Shows (including town and country shows) 
o Carnivals, Fun fairs, fetes, steam rallies and Community Fairs 
o Car boot sales 
o Circuses 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-gyms-and-pools-to-reopen-safely
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-gyms-and-pools-to-reopen-safely
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/providers-of-grassroots-sport-and-gym-leisure-facilities


o Display and Performing Arts including Street Art Events 
o Firework Displays 
o Flower Shows and Gardening Events 
o Historical re-enactment events 
o Literature Fairs / festivals 
o Pet and Animal Shows 
o Some music concerts (see link below) 
o Outdoor theatres and performing arts 

https://www.eventsindustryforum.co.uk/index.php/11-features/14-keeping-
workers-and-audiences-safe-during-covid-19 

 

• Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 
1. New guidance on claiming for people who are not employees - as long as 

they’re paid via PAYE. The groups you can claim for include: 
o Agency workers (including those employed by umbrella companies) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/individuals-you-can-claim-for-
who-are-not-employees/individuals-you-can-claim-for-who-are-not-employees 
2. Furloughed employees Re-employed 

o An employer who brings someone back off furlough, and keeps them in a 
job until January, will get a £1,000 bonus. To get the bonus, firms must 
pay at least £520 each month.  

3. Furloughed employees made redundant 
o Employers are able to make employees on furlough redundant and can 

continue to claim for employees who are serving a statutory notice 
period.  

o However grants cannot be used to substitute redundancy payments. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-could-be-covered-by-the-
coronavirus-job-retention-scheme 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/steps-to-take-before-calculating-your-
claim-using-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme 

4. Updated videos on the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme and furloughing 
to reflect the extension of the scheme.  

• Apprentice Scheme - Businesses will be given £2,000  
o For each new apprentice they hire under the age of 25.  
o This is in addition to the existing £1,000 payment already provided for new 16-

18-year-old apprentices and those aged under 25 with an Education, Health and 
Care Plan. 

 
• Extension to the open season of a caravan or holiday park 

Click here for advice on what you should do 
 

• Self-Employment Income Support Scheme updated 14 July 
Check if you can claim for a grant here 
 

• Funding to help small businesses in tourist destinations to access support of up to 
£5,000 
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o Communities that depend on tourism will receive a major boost from a new £10 
million Kick-starting Tourism Package 

o The £10 million Kick-starting Tourism Package, will give small businesses in tourist 
destinations grants of up to £5,000 to help them adapt their businesses following 
the coronavirus pandemic 

o We are waiting for confirmation on how this fund is to be distributed 
o https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-10-million-for-

small-businesses-to-kickstart-tourism 
 

• Recovery Advice Scheme Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy Department (BEIS) 
o Small and medium sized businesses can access free, one-to-one advice with 

an expert adviser to help them through the coronavirus pandemic and to 
prepare for long-term recovery. 

o Expert professional and business services advisers will offer free advice, until 
31st December. 

o Small and medium sized businesses can sign up, take the diagnostic tool and 
access support.  

o Advice will focus on key areas: 
 accounting and finance 
 people and building a team 
 planning, strategy and pivoting 
 marketing, PR and social media 
 technology and digital tools 

• Here’s a link to the Enterprise Nation website that SMEs can use to sign up  
https://www.enterprisenation.com/freesupport/ 
 
• SBC Counter Terrorism Policing 
VIEW HERE 
 

• New Research Office for National Statistics (ONS) 
o Only 2 in 10 adults (21%) said they would be comfortable or very comfortable 

to eat indoors at a restaurant compared with 6 in 10 (60%) who said they 
would be uncomfortable or very uncomfortable. 

o Only a quarter of adults (25%) said they were likely or very likely to go on 
holiday in the UK this summer, and just under 1 in 10 adults (9%) said they 
were likely or very likely to go on holiday abroad this summer. 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialca
re/healthandwellbeing/bulletins/coronavirusandthesocialimpactsongreatbrit
ain/10july2020 
 

• R- Rate Figures New Government Estimate(note this changes daily/weekly) 
o R Rate for the UK 0.7-0.9 
o However, the rates for England and the regions within England have an R 

Rate of between 0.7 – 1.0 (which is an increase on last time) and showing 
growth rates which in three regions could be above zero 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-number-in-the-uk 
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• Consumer Sentiment Tracker report from VisitBritain (Week 7) 
o The major shift has been a significant increase in the proportion of UK adults 

claiming to be confident they would be able to take a domestic short break 
or holiday during July, 

o  However, people are still adopting a cautious ‘wait and see’ approach. This 
is supported by the proportion of people expecting life to return to ‘close to 
normal’ anytime soon – currently 15% expecting ‘normality’ by September 
and just 35% by December. 

o More positively, there is an increase (albeit a small one of +1%) in the 
proportion of UK adults expecting to actually go on a domestic short break 
or holiday by September, with 25% now claiming they will do so. 
 

 


