
Artist Brief 
Scarborough Borough Council are seeking artist commissions for a wayfinding project within 
Whitby. 
The theme for the project is Scenes of Whitby. 
 
 
Wayfinding and Orientation 
 
This project is part of the implementation of a new system of wayfinding and orientation for 
pedestrians in the town. 
 
The signs being designed have the opportunity to incorporate some public art into the 
design to enable a creative and distinctive place specific connection with their location.  
 
There are two parts of the sign where public art can be included.  
The first is at the base panel of the sign where it is currently envisaged to have a piece of 
graphics which represents the area that sign is located. 
The second area is at the finial at the top of the finger post. 
 
The wayfinding concept is to see the town as a series of distinctive areas quarters to aid the 
visitors orientation and connections with distinctive pieces of architecture or parts of the 
town. The panels on the base of the sign could then represent these distinct character areas 
through a piece of graphics. The sign concept shows a stylised use of the art deco style 
postcard images which show the town.   
 

 
 
The requirement for this element is that it needs to be similar type of styled pieces of 
graphic art that can be easily reproduced digitally and applied to the sign. The panel size is 
approx 500x600mm. 



 
The current plan for distinctive areas are: 

1. Abbey 
2. Harbour 
3. West Cliff 
4. Pannett Park 

 
 
The finial diametre is approximately 150mm and the image design for here needs to be 
simple but distinctive and could depict a part of the abbey skyline as a recognisable image of 
the town. 
 
Designs will then be used on signs in the town within these locations. The council will also 
require royalty free use of the designs on future wayfinding material, trail mapping and 
apps. 
 
The commissions must be vibrant, and improve the look of the town, boosting local pride. 
Work should be suitable for a diverse audience and suitable for families and children. It 
should not be an advertisement. 
 
Who can apply? 
Any individual or organisation who resides within the boundaries of Whitby. You should 
have an address at a postcode within Whitby. You should also have a UK bank account in 
the same name as your application and be at least 18 years old (or have an accountable 
person who is at least 18 years old). 
 
How to Apply 
We are inviting artists / designers to submit a short response, not exceeding 2 sides of A4. 
This response must detail their intended approach, details of relevant previous experience, 
what materials they intend to use and how their submission will respond to the Scenes of 
Whitby theme.  
 
We do not expect a piece of artwork to be submitted at this stage but must be able to 
understand what the artist intends to create. All submissions must also include a CV, two 
referees and samples of the artists’ / designers’ previous work or a link to their portfolio. 
Submissions must confirm that the artist / designer can meet the schedule and deadlines 
detailed below. 
 
Deadline 
The timetable for this project is. 
 

 Initial application (as set out above) must be received by 12pm on the 24/09/2021 

 Artist selection process will take place on 30 September with successful artists 
contacted on 4 October. 

 Depending on the number of submissions we may not be able to contact those who 
are unsuccessful. 



 The final submission of your work in a digital format must be before 4pm on the 15 
November 
 

 
Please send any enquires and initial applications to: 
 
Janet Deacon 
Tourism and Culture Manager 
01723 232570 
Janet.deacon@scarborough.gov.uk 
 
 
Design Fee 
 
We are seeking to commission 5 pieces of artwork through this process. 4 panel design and 
one finial image. 
 
We will pay £1500 +VAT if applicable. Process of Payment TBC 
 
Essential Experience/skills  
Experience of creating artwork to a high standard 
Imaginative response to the theme  
Strong communication and interpersonal skills  
Ability to supply artwork in a digital format 
 
Artist’s copyright and ownership of the work  
Scarborough Borough Council will own the right to use the images as for either project and 
to take photographic images of the work in situ. Anywhere the work is published the artist 
will be appropriately credited. 
 
Intellectual Property of the work will remain with the artists. 
 
Conditions  
A panel will assess all submissions and decide which artists / designers will be asked to do 
artwork. 
The panel will comprise representatives from the Town Centre Team, and Scarborough 
Borough Council.  
All artwork must be submitted in a digital format. 
Successful artists / designers may be asked to be available for promotional material. 
The panel reserves the right to select a specific artist / designer to the work, or not to select 
at all. 
Scarborough Borough Council has the right not to use, decommission, move or replace the 
work as it sees fit.  
 
FAQs 
Who puts the artwork up? It is the responsibility of Scarborough Borough Council to 
organise the implementation of the images.  



What size should my work be? Work should be submitted in a digital format which can be 
resized appropriately.   
Who chooses the work? Shortlisted designs will be considered by a panel comprising of 
representatives from the Town Centre Team, and Scarborough Borough Council and the 
wayfinding designers Placemarque. 
Can I apply if my piece already exists, but fits the theme? Yes  
Can I apply with someone else? Absolutely, but the fee will remain at £1500, how you share 
that is up to you.  
Can I apply if I do not live or work in the Whitby area? An application can be made on 
behalf of an organisation or an individual. In order to be an eligible organisation or 
individual you must have an office or residence in Whitby.  
Can I apply if I live in Whitby but make work elsewhere?  Yes.  
What medium can my work be in? The final submission must be digital. This application is 
open to artwork of any medium, but it must be able to be photographed, or replicated 
digitally and submitted digitally. It will be printed on vinyl.  
Can I show or tour my work? Yes, but you must credit Scarborough Borough Council as the 
funder. 
 
 
Note: 
A similar project has been undertaken in Scarborough Town and so we are looking to do 
something similar for Whitby but the designs needs to be distinctive for Whitby using a local 
artist. 
 

    
 
 


